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Presentation Notes
Released EIR Notice of Preparation (NOP) issued on September 30, 2014	R&D/Business/Service: 	5.6 million sq.ft.Retail:				720,000 sq.ft.Jobs:				13,000Residential:			4,070 unitsOpen Space:			145 acres



 
Affordable Housing & Commercial 
Linkage Study   
 

Illustrative Plan 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Efforts pertaining to Housing - Hector Rojas, Senior Planner obtained a grant (PDA Technical Assistance Grant Application) from MTC for technical assistance from Keyser, Marston & Associates. On October 28, 2014, the City Council is schedule receive an update from  the PLANNING AND BUILDING SERVICES DEPARTMENT DATE:October 28, 2014 TO: Mayor McLaughlin and Members of the City Council FROM: Richard Mitchell, Director of Planning and Building ServicesBy Hector Rojas, Senior Planner SUBJECT:STUDY SESSION ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING POLICIES STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE: On June 3, 2014, the City Council directed staff to provide an overview of potential new policies that could be adopted to assist with the preservation and creation of affordable housing in Richmond.  RECOMMENDED ACTION:  RECEIVE a presentation from staff providing the Council with an overview of potential new policies that could be adopted to assist with the preservation and creation of affordable housing in Richmond. FINANCIAL IMPACTS: There are no financial impacts related to the recommended action. DISCUSSION:  In January 2014, the City of Richmond was awarded a Priority Development Area (PDA) Planning Grant to develop the Richmond South Shoreline Specific Plan (Specific Plan). The purpose of the Specific Plan is to facilitate the transformation of the Specific Plan Area, which covers a majority of the South Richmond PDA, into a complete waterfront community anchored by the planned Berkeley Global Campus. The Specific Plan will emphasize mixed-use commercial and medium-density residential development near public transit, jobs, schools, shopping, parks, recreation, and other amenities, consistent with the goals and policies in Richmond’s General Plan and Plan Bay Area, the Bay Area’s long-range transportation, land use, and housing strategy. The City estimates the Specific Plan Area could accommodate up to 13,000 jobs and 4,000 new housing units at build-out. There is a strong desire to ensure that a higher proportion of new housing units in the Specific Plan Area are affordable. However, the 2009 California Court of Appeal’s decision on Palmer/Sixth Street Properties L.P. v. City of Los Angeles invalidates inclusionary housing requirements for rental housing developments. As a result of the Palmer decision, cities with inclusionary ordinances like Richmond’s can only require that affordable units be built as part of for-sale housing developments. To address this issue, City staff applied for a $60,000 PDA Technical Assistance Grant from the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) to prepare an affordable housing and commercial linkage study (see Attachment 1). The purpose of the study is to provide the City Council with the analysis and justification needed to consider establishing a new affordable housing impact fee for both residential and commercial development. The impact fee could incentivize developers to incorporate more affordable housing into their projects and generate additional revenue for the City’s affordable housing trust fund. MTC approved Richmond’s PDA Technical Assistance Grant application on May 28, 2014. Staff and MTC’s consultant, the firm Keyser Marston Associates, will begin preparation of the study next month. Staff will provide details about the affordable housing and commercial linkage study and other policy options during the presentation for this item.  
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Next Steps 

September 30, 2014 Released EIR Notice of Preparation (NOP) 
October 16, 2014  NOP Scoping Meeting (Comments on EIR Scope) 
October 30, 2014  End of NOP Comment Period 
 
December 2014  Release Public Draft Specific Plan 
   Release Public Draft Connectivity Plan 
 
January 2014  Release Public Draft EIR 
 
April 2015   Release Final Draft Specific Plan and Final EIR 
 
May 2015   Planning Commission Recommendation on Final EIR and 
   Final Draft Specific Plan 
 
June 2015  City Council Certification of Final EIR and adoption of Final 
   Draft Specific Plan  
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